
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 7 (Part 1) 
This section is going to begin with our relationships with others. 
 
Matthew 7:1-5 - Judging 
 

What does it mean to “judge?” 
 

Judge: (Merriam-Webster) (verb) - to form an opinion about through careful weighing of evidence and testing of. To form an 
estimate or evaluation of. To sit in judgment on : try 

 
Our tendency is to see the flaws and faults in others and have blindspots to our own shortcomings. 
 
There are times when we need to make judgments, help someone, confront someone, etc. However, Jesus teaches that before we do 
that we must look at our own lives and become clear on the things in our own lives first. He calls us to look at the beam in our 
own eye before we can look at the “speck” in the eye of someone else. 
 
Judgments can be made, but only after we first take stock of our own lives so we can “see clearly” (v. 5). When judgments are 
made, the standard we use in judgment of others is correlated to the standard God will use in judgment of us.  How do you want 
God to deal with you and your failings and flaws?  That should guide how you should deal with other people’s failings and flaws. 

 
Q - Do you recognize areas in your life where you can be judgmental? 
 
Q - How should you interact with people you see who are behaving or acting in a wrong way? 
 
Other Verses Regarding Judgment 
 

Galatians 6:1-4 - Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill 
the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one must examine his 
own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another. 
 
Romans 14:10-13 - But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we 
will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND 
EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD." 12 So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not 
judge one another anymore, but rather determine this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way. 
 
James 4:11-12 (NLT) - Don't speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters. If you criticize and judge each other, then 
you are criticizing and judging God's law. But your job is to obey the law, not to judge whether it applies to you. 12 God alone, 
who gave the law, is the Judge. He alone has the power to save or to destroy. So what right do you have to judge your neighbor? 
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Other Verses Regarding The Standard We Use Being What We Receive 
 

Matthew 5:7 - "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 
Matthew 6:12 - 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
 
Matthew 6:14-15 - "For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 "But if you 
do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. 
 
James 2:13 - For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 

 
Matthew 7:6 - Discernment 
 

On the heels of Jesus’ teaching on not making judgements, he calls us to make judgements.  This is in the style of classic Hebrew 
Proverbs.  The book of proverbs is filled with instances that say a wise person should do X and not Y followed by a proverb that 
says sometimes you need to do Y and not X.  Wisdom is needed to know the difference and discernment is required to be a person of 
wisdom. 
 
Here Jesus tells his disciples that we shouldn’t give what is holy to dog or pearls (something of value) to pigs. Dogs and pigs 
don’t have a sense of value and so will treat a filet mignon the same way they treat kibble.  They will walk with muddy feet on a 
priceless medieval rug the same way they walk over a mat that was $4.88 from Walmart. 

 
Q - How do we know who is a “dog” or “pig”?   
 

Sometimes they identify themselves rather than us needing to make that classification of them ourselves. If you keep speaking the 
gospel to a neighbor who says “I don’t want to hear any more about your religion”, it might be better not bring it up for a bit 
and pray for them instead. 
 
Being judgmental is wrong, having discernment is important. In fact what follows in this section will be a call to identify false 
prophets by identifying their “fruit.” We need to know the difference between being judgmental and discerning and have spiritual 
wisdom to know the difference. 

 
We need to take these teachings of our Rabbi seriously, especially in the moment we’re in now. We live in a world filled with judgment 
and invitation to mock, ridicule, demean and dehumanize others for a variety of reasons (appearance, opinions, background, 
preferences, and more).  It is not thought of as wrong to be a judgmental person in the world’s eyes.  Not so for the people of Jesus. 
 
And at the same time we need to have and use discernment, especially in our distribution of the pearls of God’s wisdom and 
gospel.  Time is short and we need to make the most of the time we are in untangled in weeds of the world designed to hold us back 
from being the lights this dark world needs. 
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